Why Phosphates in Your Swimming
Pool are Bad

Courtesy from Industrial Test Systems Website:

Posted by Jayden Calhoun on May 30th 2025

The Unseen Culprit: Why Phosphates Are a
Pool Owner's Headache

You strive for that crystal-clear, inviting swimming pool. You meticulously balance your
chemicals, skim diligently, and run your filter religiously. So why does algae seem to make a
comeback, sometimes with a vengeance, despite your best efforts? The answer, more often than
not, lies with an invisible culprit: phosphates.

While phosphates aren't inherently dangerous to you or your pool, they play a starring role in the
recurring nightmare of pool owners everywhere: algae blooms.

What Exactly Are Phosphates and How Do They Get in Your Pool?

Phosphates are naturally occurring compounds that contain phosphorus. They are essentially a
vital nutrient for plant life — and unfortunately, algae falls into that category. Think of phosphates
as super-fuel for algae growth.
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So how do they sneak into your pristine pool water? They're surprisingly common in our
environment:

¢ Environmental Runoff: Rain can carry fertilizers (rich in phosphates) from your lawn and
garden into your pool.

¢ Decaying Organic Matter: Leaves, twigs, grass clippings, and even dead insects that fall into
your pool will break down, releasing phosphates.

e Tap Water: Depending on your municipal water source, your fill water can contain varying
levels of phosphates.

e Swimmers: Believe it or not, lotions, sunscreens, and even detergents on swimsuits can
introduce phosphates.

¢ Pool Chemicals (rarely): While less common now, some older or cheaper pool chemicals
might have contained phosphate-based ingredients.

The Drawback: Fueling the Algae Fire

The real problem with phosphates isn't their direct impact on swimmers or equipment; it's their
role as a powerful fertilizer for algae. Even if your chlorine levels are ideal, high phosphate levels
can make your pool significantly more susceptible to algae outbreaks. Here's why that's a
problem:

e Chlorine Demand: When algae begins to grow, your chlorine has to work overtime to kill it.
This leads to increased chlorine consumption, meaning you're spending more on chemicals
and constantly fighting to maintain proper sanitation.

¢ (Cloudy Water: Even before a visible algae bloom, high phosphate levels can contribute to
murky or hazy water as microscopic algae begins to proliferate.

e Green Water: The most obvious sign of an algae problem, requiring significant effort and
chemicals to resolve.

¢ Increased Maintenance: Fighting algae means more brushing, vacuuming, shocking, and
backwashing, all of which take up valuable time and resources.

¢ Reduced Enjoyment: Who wants to swim in a pool that's constantly fighting algae? It
detracts from the whole purpose of having a swimming pool!

The Solution: Don't Let Phosphates Run Your Pool - Add Swim Check
Fix Phosphate!

While it's nearly impossible to have a truly phosphate-free pool, you can significantly reduce their
levels and, in turn, your algae woes. Our new product, Swim Check Fix™ Phosphate is an
innovative and hassle-free solution designed to effectively remove phosphates and maintain
crystal-clear water. With its easy-to-use phosphate-removing tablets, Swim Check Fix™
Phosphate ensures a stress-free experience for pool owners.

NO LIQUIDS! NO FLOC! NO CLOUDY WATER!

Easy To Use! Add Directly To Skimmer Basket!

More Affordable & Longer Lasting Than Liquid Products!

Works in Saltwater and Freshwater pools, and with all common filters!
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